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Is EPA study last gasp 
for smoking in public? 


•r CMRisromctt scahlam a t 

H«r»MWMfi4igtonBuf*au ■" I 

WASHINfJrON — Smokcn. 
hcwafc Jl*i be^pmng l<i at 
»l ihore will hr just iwo placrt 
wNcfo ><>ij cun pulT away m 
pcacr >uur home an^l wur car. 
And (f you have children, you 
may nor even bo able 10 tt)ont <in 
those havens 

A j'OvenHoenI report released 
TfiiuSday, ortici.dly Ititking ict 
ondhand smoke <0 lung cancer 
and cbikIhotKi respiratory ail¬ 
ments, »s ctpocicKi to generate a 
flood of tic.w laws targeting 
embattled smokers — who 
aircaily are targeted at wotlt — in 
restaiir.inis anrf other public 
placx's. 

Indeed, health activists say the 
report's impact could citcnd into 
the homes of U S. smokers acid 
their families, alTcciing custoily 
rights and parental visitation. 

I wo years in (he making and 
hotly disputed by the tobacco 


‘The ETA report witl [ 
send reverberations i 
across the country. ’ \ 

Dr. ALFRED MUNZER, / 
Amatican lung As«ooali«n I 


iiidusify. the Fnvirtmirrnlaf l‘io- 
lectmn _ Agciidy ’ rciKin could 
become a powerful force, in the 
ongoing iraosformaiion of Amer¬ 
ican siKiety — from one that 
once glamnii/ed smoking to one 
that makes the smoker feel like 
an outcast: 

“Fven outside in the open air. I 
yoo’te told, ‘Put that out,' ’* com- . 
plained office worker Kohert 
Calhoun, as he tciuk a drag on a 
cigarette Wcdnc.sday afternoon 
on a chilly Washington siicci 
If IS company banned smoking 


SECONDHAND SMOKE 


Th«EPA mport brands on w> 
ronmenial tobacco sirraka a 
Class A can:fnooan. putting It in 
lh« same deadly class as asbas* 
toa and baruene. and says A; 

■ Causae 3.000 king cancer 
daaiha among ihe nation's i>on- 
smoaers eech year. 

■ Causes 140.000 to 300.000 
cases of respiratory inlecbons 
eechyearmcNIdrenuptO 18 


months of age. Of Ihese, 7,S00 
result in hospNalia th>n. 

■ Increases the frequency ' 

a ltd severity of asthma attacks, 
cantribulmg to attacks suffered i 

by as manyasorieiniltionetiil- I 

tjien annually 

■ Causes fkih) buildup n the ' 

mridlaear, acooddionthalcan 
laadtoearinreciions. I 


OHOKIMG. FflOlM lA 1 

three years agu 

"We have nghlS; loo," be con¬ 
tinued "A liK ot people who 
smoke ically don't want lu, but 
have a dirTicull time slopping " 

Health activists called the new 
report a milestone in the public 
and pnvate siniggic Americans 
have been waging against 
lohacco since the 1964 surgeon 
general's report that first linked ‘ 
smoking with lung cancer. I 

Utey believe it will encourage [ 
hundreds of anti-smoking groups > 
la demand total smoking bans, 
instead of permitting separate 
sections for smokers and non- 
smokers A coalition of health 
groups satd this week that 
‘'smokc-ftcc zones’* should be 
eaiabiished in all schools, day- 


car: centers, workplaces, resiau- | 
rants, hospitals, trams, airports, I 
sports arenas and shopping I 
malls 

"We eapcct the EPA report will | 
send reverberations across the 
country, leading to strongerstaic | 
and local policies for smoke-free 1 
schools, workplaces and public 
places,'* said Dr Alfred Munzer, 
president-cleci of the Ameiican 
Lung Association 

John Binzhaf, ctcculive direc¬ 
tor of Action on Smoking and 
Health, a Washington anii-sinok- 
mg group, said the report also 
"win accelerate a iiend already 
under way” that afTecis smoking 1 
parents. 1 

For example, smokers fighiing 
for child custody could lose out . 
to a nonsmoking parent anned 
with ihe evidence marshaled in ‘ 
Ihe EPA report. , 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tnyn0004 
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Judies in up to three dozen 
custody cis« have already issued 
orders pcofiibitini smoking 
around children, said Banzhaf, a 
taw professor whose complaint 
led to the removal of cigarette 
oommerctals from television in 
I97J. 

In addition, parents who 
smoke around their chitdren who 
suffer from respiratory ailments, 
such as asthma, sinusitis and 
allergies, could be cited for child 
afwjse or neglect. Barihuf said 

In 1989. a judge in Denton. 
Md . placed a 3-year-ald with 
severe asthma m a foster home 
when her parents ignored medi¬ 
cal advice In stop smedong 
around the child. 

“Nobody's saying parents have ■ 
to stop smoking." ^nrhaf said { 
"What we’re suggesting is that ( 
parents who have chtldren with ,• 
these sensitivities to step out into 
the gari«e or the porch or at least ' 
a separately ventilated room and i 
ChMe the door." 


The Tobacco Institute, an 
industry trade group, said, two- 
thirds of the studies the EPA 
reviewed don't support the 
report's conclusions on lung can¬ 
cer, and argued that the report is 
slatislirally insignirtcani 

The industry also doesn't con¬ 
cede that smoking causes cancer 

Although the tPA considered 
issuing another report tinVing 
heart disease and passive smok¬ 
ing, It backed off because the 
agency duin t find a strong- 
enough connect ion The .Anieii 
can Heart Association believes 
there is one 

r)*er time, health actisists 
believe, the findings will prompt 
more employers to ban smoking 
rather than face the increasing 
cost of compensation paid lo 
nonsmoking employees who 
claim they were made sick hy 
their colleagues' habits. A falir 
(bmia teacher recently won a set- 
dement for health probleins 
caused by smoke driving from a 
first-fkior teachers* lounge into ' 
her second-floor classroom. Ban- 
zhaf said. / 


The report's calalug of the 
impact of secondhand smoke on 
infants and children may pro¬ 
duce quicker results. One possi¬ 
bility Fast-food restaurants, 
which cater to ciiildrcn but pro¬ 
vide smokiiij; sections lot arlulls. 
could ban smoking rather than - 
nsk being hold liable if thi- sec¬ 
ondhand smoke triggers .in 
asthni.i aitaek masbilil S-tvonl.l 
airlines Ih-ll now ik'iiiiiI snnilonji 
on «)vetsc-l' fliphis 

Tor pl,i. i-s tike Ms 1 )finild'v. I 
ihtnk Ihr simple answer is tian 
smoking." Ilanrbal sai.l. "or if' 
they h.ive smoking scctiors. at 
teiisl kero kids out 

I'or Mun/cr. a long spcctalisi. 
the report — ansi the pfonnsc it 
holds for a smoke-free vociciy — 

IS long overdue 

■'1 ice the men ansi vvomei) j 
with end-.stage lung cancer or ] 
emphywma I ice the chil¬ 
dren who cough and whee/c .IS 
their asthma is made worse by 
exposure (<i env ironmenial ■ 
tob.Kca smoke I sec their f.Kcs 
and Ihcir pain, and I know it 
could so easily be picvcried." 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tnyn0004 





